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AUTHOR’S PREFACE. 


The difficulty of correcting proofs by means of the ear alone must be obvious, 
and will suffice to explain many of the typographical errors tliat would have been 

which, notwithstanding the cheerful aid rendered by members of my own family, 
and by several friends, often left me in doubt and perplexity. 

The plan I have followed in this essay has been to give a slight historical sketch of 
the principal southern rulers who issued dynastic coinages, as far as the limited 
means at my disposal would admit. Where the data for these were wanting or 
defective,,I have indulged in greater detail, especially where the received history, 
such as it is, appeared to bo inesnet, or tbe chronology faulty or open to question. 
My speculations on these points may be amended and adjusted as the progress of 
the South Indian Archeological Survey brings more comprehensive evidence to light. 
Residing in a distaut part of this country, I have had to depend for the leading 

numismatists to enter more fully into the coinage of the different dynasties. 
Hitherto specimens of earlier coins have rarely been met with, not because they 





they are at once converted into articles of modem use. When, however, the 
demand for them now manifested has given to them an extrinsic value, iu excess 
of (ho market price of bullion, they will find their way more readily into the hand« 
of collectors. 

In conclusion, I must express my gratitude to Mr. Edward Thomas, the 
superintending editor of the International Numismata Orientalia, for the constant 
aid he has afforded me, notwithstanding his own important and absorbing pursuits, 
not ouly in the sbapo of frequent advice and annotations, but in the arrangement and 
description of the plates, which are almost entirely his work. I have also to thank 
General G. G. Pearse, C. B., for his liberality in placing the contents of bis own 
valuable collection at my free disposal, and for the ready assistance he has afforded 
me in arranging my own specimens when I was unable to do so from the failure of 
my sight and on all other occasions when I consulted him ; Dr. Codrington and 
Mr. J. Gjbbs for similar contributions of the early coins of ‘Western India • and 
Mr. P. Eamaswami Baju, Professor of Tamil in London University, for his readings 
of the legends bn the Pandyan coins. Nor must I omit to acknowledge the aid 
I have received from my old Tamil instructor, Samuel Pillay, late of the Vepery 
Mission, Madras. 

I have interchanged frequent communications with Bishop Caldwell while in 
England, with Dr. Gundert of Calw in Wurtemberg, and Dr. Host of the India 
Office Library, to all of whom I must now express my grateful thanks. Colonel Yule 
has kindly undertaken to superintend the correction of the map. 


WALTER ELLIOT. 
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